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SYLLABUS FOR 

6th Grade WORLD HISTORY 

Woonsocket Middle School at Villanova 

2015-2016 ACADEMIC YEAR

Teacher: Mr. Neil S. Gagnon 
Team: 6-4 Sea Stars Room 119VN
Availability: E-mail at Ngagnon@Woonsocketschools.com 

                      Phone number: Please contact WMS Villanova Building Office at 401-767-4600



         Website: WMSteam64.Weebly.com 
Topics Covered:


Welcome to Sixth Grade Social Studies! This is your first year of Middle School and your Social Studies class will be a bit different from previous years. You will find that Social Studies class can be very interesting.


The subject we will be studying will take us far back into the past. We begin our year by reviewing some Social Studies basics such as geography, maps, and primary sources. Afterwards we explore some of the earliest civilizations known to mankind. We will learn about the mummies of Ancient Egypt and the beginnings of law in Mesopotamia. We will discuss the foundations of our government by learning about democracy in Ancient Greece. The vast empire of Ancient Rome shows the power of ancient culture. You will be introduced to new cultures in Asia including China and India. Many of these topics will tie into modern issues. All of this and more await you in sixth grade social studies!

Class Expectations:

1.  All students prepared for class with the following items when the bell rings:

	A pen or pencil (Replacements will be available)
	A notebook full of paper and ready for note taking and class work (One will be provided)

	Personal Reading book for all classes
	Personal Identification Badge (Required after ID's are handed out)

	Appropriate clothing according to district dress code policy outlined in handbook
	


2.  All students participate openly in the discussion of the material presented to them

3.  All students follow expectations and directions for various individual and group tasks

4.  All students give their best effort in all of the work assigned  
Your Job and My Job

	Your Job: Ask, Focus, Complete, Contribute, & Try!
· Ask questions when you don’t understand something

· Give me your complete Focus in class as long as you can

· Turn in Completed work to the correct spot with name and number written clearly
· Contribute to discussions productively
· Try your best on all work
	My Job: Answer, Help, Motivate, 
Engage, Support, Grade, Record
· Answer your questions

· Do the best I can to Help you understand the subject

· Motivate you to complete all your work

· Make your experience as Engaging as possible

· Never embarrass students and always Support them
· Grade your work in as timely a manner as possible
· Provide Records like monthly progress reports


Assertive Discipline Plan:


In response to behavioral issues that disrupt learning in the classroom we as a team of teachers collectively have created our own Assertive Discipline Plan. This plan will be followed consistently in all content-area classes (English, Math, Science, and Social Studies). 
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1st offense = Verbal warning

2nd offense = 15min. After-School Detention
3rd offense = 10min. Written Behavior Reflection
4th offense = Written Disciplinary Referral to Principal/Asst. Principal
Severe Clause
5th offense = Contact Administrator for REMOVAL to office
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Grading Policy:

All assignments are put into two groups: Formative and Summative.

70% of the grade is based on Formative Assignments (12+ per quarter)

30% is based on Summative assignments. (4+ per quarter)
*You will be expected to complete some assigments on a quarterly basis.*

Some assigments will include:
Artifacts: Students create their own piece of history from recycled materials (one per quarter) (S)
Homework (5%): Assignments will be available during class or online. Usually needed the next day (F) 
Classwork: Everyday tasks during class time sometimes graded on a completion basis (Warm-ups) (F)
Current events: Pick a topic and create a news report on a current event in the world (one per quarter) (S)
Projects: Any assignments that last more than two class periods (Writing Assingments) (2-3 per quarter) (S)
Quizzes/Tests: Show me what you know! Partial credit and makeups are always accepted. (1 per quarter) (F/S)
*Formative (F)/Summative (S)

*Progress reports for Social Studies are handed out on a monthly basis. Students are expected to make up any missed work two weeks after it was due by independently retrieving it from the make-up bin or online.
I have read and understand the expectations and path toward success in Mr. Gagnon's 6th Grade Ancient History Class...

___________________________________


___________________________________



Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature




Student Signature



“The classroom is a sacred place; a forum where information is learned and ideas are created. 
The success of this class depends largely upon whether the classroom environment is safe and caring.”
